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NEW WORLD 
SCREWWORM: 
SHOULD THE POULTRY 
INDUSTRY BE WORRIED?

New World Screwworm (NWS) has con-
cerned those with livestock and pets since 
the USDA confirmed the first United States 
(U.S.) case in the current outbreak on June 
3, 2026. NWS is not a new parasite to the 
U.S. with the first recorded case occurring 
in 1842. However, this parasitic fly was suc-
cessfully eradicated in 1966 and again after a 
reappearance in 2016. This meant that many 
of us, both the general public and animal 
health professionals, weren’t familiar with 
the parasite and its potential impact when 
this new wave of cases was announced.

CURRENT OUTBREAK
The current outbreak started in 2023 when 
reported NWS cases started to rise rapidly 
in Panama and Costa Rica. As of August 12 
2026, there have been over 209,000 cases 
in animals across all countries in Central 
America and Mexico. We know that cases 
involving both captive and wild birds con-
tribute to this total but there is no acces-
sible data on the number and whether any 
of these birds were considered poultry. 

The most likely route of entry of NWS into 
the U.S. was the movement of infected ani-
mals across borders. This could have been 
livestock, pets or wildlife. NWS has been 
detected in bovine, ovine, caprine, canine 
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and feline species in the U.S. component 
of the outbreak. No avian cases have been 
reported in the U.S. to date.

What is New World Screwworm (NWS)?
An NWS infestation can affect any warm-
blooded animal, including avian species 
and humans. The life cycle starts with a 
parasitic fly, Cochliomyia hominivorax, 
which lays eggs that subsequently devel-
op into larvae. The infestation site, open 
wounds on animal flesh, can be as small as 
a thorn-prick. Females can also lay eggs on 
intact mucous membranes such as those in 
the mouth and around the eyes. Once on 
the animal, larvae consume only healthy, 
living flesh and not dead tissue. The bur-
rowing nature of these larvae gives the 

...continued on page 4

Isabella Hannay, Assistant Professor, Avian Medicine
PRDL-College of Veterinary Medicine- MSU

New World screwworm larvae 
(Source: USDA)
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

First Financial Bank, founded in 1934, is a 
trusted and reliable financial partner for 
individuals and businesses. With a mission 
to provide personalized and innovative 
solutions, First Financial Bank offers a 
comprehensive suite of financial products 
and services delivered with unmatched 
service. Whether you’re looking to open 
a new checking account, finance a farm, 
expand your small business, or invest for the 
future, First Financial Bank is in the Business 
of YOU.

First Financial Bank has a long history of 
supporting the agricultural community 
nationwide. The bank offers farmers and 
ranchers a wide range of products and 
services, including financing for new farms, 
real estate purchases, equipment and 

building leasing options, expanding existing 
operations, equipment, supplies, and more. 
First Financial Bank is an FSA Preferred 
Lender in all 50 states, and approved to 
offer SBA 7(a) loan products under SBA’s 
Preferred Lender Program. The bank also 
has a team of experienced agribusiness 
lenders who provide personalized service to 
its agricultural customers because they are 
farmers and ranchers themselves.

First Financial Bank has a national presence 
in poultry lending, with loan production 
offices scattered across the Southeast. The 
office in Carthage, MS, has a dedicated team 
of lenders specializing in the poultry industry, 
covering Mississippi and South Alabama. 
Whether you’re 
buying, starting, or 
expanding a poultry 
farm, we’ll make 
the financing part 
painless – and fast. 
“We’re located in 
Carthage, but most 
of our customers 
have never seen the 
inside of our office. 
A lot of poultry loan applications have been 
taken on the hood of a truck or a borrower’s 
kitchen table. We’ve always strived to 
bring the bank to our customers with the 
motto – have truck, will travel,” said Michael 
Barnes, Senior Vice President - Ag Lending 
Officer of the FFB Poultry Lending Division in 
Carthage, MS.  

204 North Van Buren | Carthage, MS 39051 | 601-267-0095 | www.ffb1.com

Michael Barnes,  
Ag Lending Officer, 

SVP

John Harvey,  
Ag Lending Officer 

John Dunn  
Ag Lending Officer
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Phone: (601) 932-7560   www.mspoultry.org

If you would like more information on 
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online or call our office.  We would 
be happy to discuss our membership 
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continued from cover...
screwworm its name and causes significant pain to the host. Eventu-
ally, the larvae reach full size and drop off into the soil where they 
pupate and become flies. 

Avian species are not the preferred host of NWS. However, SENA-
SICA (the Mexican equivalent to APHIS) has documented 59 cases 
of NWS in avian species since 2024. Additionally, the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) recorded NWS infestations in Ostrich 
(Struthio camelus), Greater rhea (Rhea americana), Egret (Egretta sp.) 
and Roadside Hawk (Rupornis magnirostris) across Central America. 
Both the Roadside Hawk and Egret are known to inhabit the U.S. and 
these wild species pose a threat to poultry, especially those with out-
door access. In terms of poultry, NWS was previously confirmed in 
chicken, turkeys and ducks inhabiting the U.S. in 1936.

THE RISK TO COMMERCIAL POULTRY PREMISES
Flies are often observed when visiting poultry premises. They can be 
attracted to an area by fecal matter and poorly kept composting pits. 
It is impossible to keep poultry premises free of fecal matter. However, 
encouraging rapid drying of feces and effective disposal of carcasses is 
thought to minimize fly populations. Whilst NWS flies may be attract-
ed to decomposing flesh and feces, this material is not part of their life 
cycle. Instead, they lay eggs on open flesh so it is important to mini-
mize any activity which causes open wounds no matter how small. For 
example, attempt to reduce vent pecking and remove any sharp objects 
in the poultry house which could cause trauma.

Many poultry producers have ad-
ditional livestock and pets on their 
premises. This often includes beef 
cattle which are a common host for 
NWS. There is a greater likelihood 
that these other species will become 
infested with NWS which can lead 
to increased risk for on-site poultry.
The identification of NWS infes-
tations could lead to movement 
restrictions for all livestock, in-
cluding poultry, within Infested 

Zones. This is currently the case in Texas where inspections and ani-
mal movement certificates are required for movement of warm-blood-
ed animals out of the NWS Infested Zones. This could result in delays 
and logistics issues for poultry being moved for placement, pullet-to-
breeder, spiking and processing.

NWS can cause human infestations and there is a higher risk to those 
who work outside, especially in locations with warm-blooded animals. 
It is important that those working on livestock or poultry premises 
keep open wounds covered, use an EPA-registered insect repellent and 
remain vigilant for any symptoms of NWS. At this time, there have 
been no reports of cases of NWS in humans acquired in the U.S. and 
the risk remains low.

There are already trade implications to the current NWS outbreak with 
all U.S. southern ports of entry being closed to livestock trade. If NWS 
cases continue to increase, there could be state-to-state and interna-
tional trade restrictions that could impact the poultry industry.

MOVING FORWARD
NWS was previously eradicated in the U.S. via active surveillance ef-

forts, host treatment, quarantine and the release of sterile flies. The 
sterility of the flies refers to their reproductive status rather than 
cleanliness. The theory is that male flies are sterilized without damag-
ing their flying ability. These sterile males are released and mate with 
the wild population of females. This prevents successful reproduction 
and a subsequent decrease in the fly population size as female flies 
mate only once in their lifetime.

As we approach the Winter months, climate factors will be on our 
side. Adult flies are not tolerant of cold weather and don’t survive in 
air temperatures below 20 degrees Fahrenheit. Larval survival and 
pupation are also negatively impacted by cold weather. This will cer-
tainly reduce spread of NWS further north. 

Animal health officials are working diligently to control this outbreak 
through surveillance and movement restrictions where appropriate. 
It is important for all of us to remain vigilant and contact the Board 
of Animal Health if we are suspicious of New World Screwworm. The 
Mississippi Board of Animal Health website will contain updates as 
the outbreak continues. Additionally, we can focus on adhering to 
strict biosecurity practices that minimize fly populations and re-
duce the risk of infected animals entering poultry premises.  

Adult New World Screwworm 
fly  (Source: USDA)
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It goes without saying that Mississippi growers know poultry. But 
poultry growers still face legal and regulatory obstacles at every turn, 
especially when bringing on new workers. To ensure protection from 
unwanted financial and legal liabilities as a Mississippi poultry grower, 
you should confirm that your hiring procedures comply with state and 
federal regulations. 

Some key points to consider in the hiring process include topics such 
as the worker’s classification, eligibility verification, workers' compen-
sation coverage, wage and overtime exemptions, and employment tax 
withholdings. By considering each of the issues listed, you can help 
protect your farm from needless penalties while maintaining a reliable 
workforce. 

DECIDING HOW TO CLASSIFY YOUR EMPLOYEE

Because different employer responsibilities may attach, the first issue 
to address when hiring workers is to determine whether they are likely 
to be classified as a 1099 Independent Contractor or W-2 Employee. 

While a grower may face fewer liabilities for workers classified as 1099 
Independent Contractors, sometimes the realities of the relationship 
between the grower/farm and the worker necessitate an employer/em-
ployee relationship.

While you may choose to call a worker  an “independent contractor” or 
“a 1099”, the actual legal determination of the relationship is not deter-
mined by the title you choose to assign. Instead, a series of employment-
related laws—such as the Mississippi Employment Security Law (i.e., 
unemployment), the federal Fair Labor Standards Act (i.e., minimum 
wage and overtime) and equal employment opportunity statutes (i.e., 
employment discrimination)—focus on the actual economic realities of 
the relationship between a grower and its workers to determine whether 
they are employer/employee or client/independent contractor. While 
each law’s requirements vary, they each tend to focus on the extent of 
control that the grower can and/or does exert over the operations of its 
worker.  The more control, the more likely the worker is an “employee”
and not a contractor.

...continued on page 6

BEFORE YOU HIRE:
KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR 
MISSISSIPPI GROWERS

Ken Rogers, MPA Counsel, Brunini



GROWING MISSISSIPPI’S ECONOMY SINCE 19376

continued from page 5...

If your aim is for the government to classify your worker as a 1099 In-
dependent Contractor, a short form independent contractor agreement 
is encouraged. The agreement should address the extent of control you 
exercise over the worker, as well as factors, such as the nature of the 
business operations, who furnishes the contractor’s materials and direc-
tions, the length of the agreement period and how the worker is to be 
paid. However, if you find yourself dealing with a W-2 Employee clas-
sification, you should evaluate each of the topics below. 

ENSURING EMPLOYMENT ELIGIBILITY

Due to increased regulatory focus on the industry, employers must en-
sure Form I-9/E-Verify compliance. Under federal law, employers must: 

1.	 Ensure employees sign Section 1 of Form I-9 on or before their 
first day of work,

2.	 Complete Section 2 of Form I-9 within 3 business days of the 
employee’s start date, and

3.	 Store forms for three years from the employee's start date or termi-
nation date, whichever is later, in case of government audit.

In addition, Mississippi law requires all employers, regardless of size, 
to verify the federal employment authorization status of all new hires 
through the E-Verify program. In a matter of minutes, the E-Verifica-
tion system enables prospective employers to conduct a quick and free 
comparison of the information in an employee’s Form I-9 to govern-
ment records. Failing to comply with the mandate could result in the 

cancellation of existing contracts, ineligibility for future contracts, or 
loss of licenses, permits, and certificates granted by the state of Missis-
sippi.

By complying with Form I-9 and E-verification procedures, you can be 
proactive in protecting yourself from employment liabilities.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COVERAGE

In Mississippi, employers with 5 or more employees must secure work-
ers' compensation coverage. However, pursuant to Mississippi law, 
farmers and farm laborers may be exempt from workers’ compensation 
coverage if they are hired solely to perform general agricultural work. 
The exemption is limited to ordinary farm work and does not extend 
to the commercial processing of agricultural products. Put simply, this 
exemption does not apply when an employee’s work involves the com-
mercial processing of poultry. While some growers may not be required 
to maintain coverage, you should consider coverage to shield yourself 
from lawsuits arising from workplace activities. 

FLSA EXEMPTIONS

Mississippi has no law regulating minimum wage or overtime payments. 
Instead, Mississippi growers should defer to federal law under the Fair 
Labor Standards Act (FLSA). The FLSA provides a minimum wage of 
$7.25/hour, and in some instances, exempts grower employees from the 
overtime pay provisions. Under the exemption, grower employees are

...continued on page 7
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Matt Corr, Sales
Cell (228) 301-0388  n  Office (781) 821-1290
mcorr@reiser.com  n  www.reiser.com

From ground poultry portioning to 
packaging, Reiser has your solution.

Maximize output with the Vemag MMP223  
Ground Poultry Line

n   The Vemag MMP223 produces high-quality,  
exact-weight loaves and bricks

n   Continuous, high-speed production

n   Inline grinding for excellent color, clear structure,  
and uniform particle distribution

n   Automatic loading into packaging

Keep your poultry products fresh and appetizing  
with Ross Tray Sealers

n     Flexible system produces high-quality modified 
atmosphere (MAP), vacuum skin (VSP), and lid-only 
packages

n   Fully automatic, high-speed production

n   Uses preformed trays of almost any size or shape

n   Superior package seals eliminate leakers

ReiserAds_MississippiPoultryAssociation_FullPage.indd   9ReiserAds_MississippiPoultryAssociation_FullPage.indd   9 7/18/26   4:08 PM7/18/26   4:08 PM
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not entitled to time and one-half their regular rates of pay for work hours 
exceeding 40 per week. Additional exemptions and regulations may also 
apply and should be reviewed prior to growers employing minors less 
than 16 years of age and family members.

TAX WITHHOLDING BASICS

Mississippi growers should also have their employees complete a federal 
Form W-4 and state Form 89-350 to facilitate accurate income tax with-
holding calculations. Both forms should be completed on or before the 
employee’s first day of employment.

As a poultry grower, you should be aware that the state is phasing out the 
state income tax. As a result, you should update employee withholding 
percentages every January to avoid excessive withholding. 

AN OVERVIEW OF NEW HIRE REPORTING

The state of Mississippi requires reporting new hires to the Directory of 
New Hires within 15 days of hiring. Reporting must occur even if an em-
ployee works only one day and is terminated before an employer would 
otherwise file a report. New hire reporting includes the return to work 
of any employee who was laid off, furloughed, separated, or terminated 
from employment for at least 60 consecutive days. 

If a grower intentionally avoids filing a new hire report, he or she may 
incur a civil penalty of up to $500. If a grower unintentionally fails to 

file a new hire report, the penalty will not exceed $25. To avoid suffering 
penalties as an employer, you should report all new hires through online, 
electronic, or mail-in reporting. 

CONCLUSION

By evaluating each of the hiring obstacles listed above, you can help 
shield your growing operation from undesirable liabilities.  

www.brunini.com

JOHN MILNER GENE WASSON

KEN ROGERS  TREY JONES 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW  

Ken Rogers is proud to serve as counsel for  
the Board of Directors of MPA. 

Strategic Insurance Professionals
We know poultry farming because we ARE poultry

farmers

 Strategic Insurance Professionals specializes in poultry insurance built
specifically for growers — not generic farm coverage.

Protect your houses. Protect your livelihood.

�� Kyle Wilks — 601-441-7025
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SAVELL JOINS MPA LAST CHANCE TO SEE
"MISSISSIPPI MADE" 

Mark Leggett, President, MPA

MPA is proud to welcome Regina Savell to the staff as Operations 
Assistant. You may have talked to her on the phone or seen her at 
meetings this year. You may be talking with her about membership, 
or seminars or the convention.

She previously worked at 
Dyatech and for 29 years 
before that she held various 
positions with the University 
of Mississippi Medical 
Center in Jackson, retiring 
as Reimbursement Analyst. 
She earned a certification 
as a Procedural Coder from 
the American Academy of 
Procedural Coders.

A native of Morton, she lives 
in Brandon with her husband 
James. They have 2 children; 
her son is married and works 
for Ergon and has two girls 

ages 2 and 1 years old. Their daughter is married and is a PICU Nurse 
at UMC Sanderson Children's Hospital.

The Mississippi Made exhibit at the Two Mississippi 
Museums in Jackson will soon come to a close, with 
the exhibit scheduled to end November 6, 2026. . 
 
Featuring approximately 250 artifacts, the exhibit celebrates 
more than two centuries of Mississippi innovation, 
craftsmanship and cultural influence across agriculture, 
manufacturing, music, literature, science and the arts. 
 
Mississippi’s poultry industry is represented by models of a poultry 
house and feed bin built by the South Jones and McLaurin FFA 
chapters for the Mississippi Poultry Association. Thanks to the 
sponsorship of Wayne-Sanderson Farms, the exhibit has been free 
to visitors. 
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www.hogslat.com

Bay Springs, MS ....................866-568-7985

Forest, MS.................................844-777-6761

Kokomo, MS ............................888-976-6135

Magee, MS ............................. 866-795-0604

Philadelphia, MS ....................855-230-6306

Waynesboro, MS ....................855-230-6307

COMPROMISE

Your  l i vestock  deserve  opt ima l  cond i t ions .  Your  operat ion  demands  re l iab i l i ty.

Your  bottom l ine  requ i res  e f f i c iency.

Wi th  A i rStorm Pro™ vent i la t ion  fans ,  you  get  a l l  three—wi thout  compromise.

Powerful Precision. Zero Compromise.

AIRFLOW WITHOUT

TM W I T H  O M N I - E C ™  T E C H N O L O GY
AIRSTORM PRO™ FAN

Two Mississippi State University Poultry 
Science students were awarded the $2,500 
BankPlus Travel Grant from the Mississippi 
Poultry Foundation for their research to find 
new probiotics and control of avian pathogens.

The two students, Manhong Wang and Sunita 
Shrestha, presented their research at the Poultry 
Science Association meeting in July. Manhong’s 
research is trying to discover novel probiotics that could possibly one 
day be used in poultry production. Sunita’s research involves trying to 
get a better understanding of Avian Pathogenic E. coli with the goal 
of being able to develop better tools for detection and control of this 
pathogen.

BankPlus makes an annual $2,500 donation to the Mississippi Poultry 
Foundation for this travel grant and these two PhD students will 
be splitting this travel grant. The BankPlus Travel Grant was first 
awarded in 2016 to allow graduate students to present their research 

Manhong Wang

TRAVEL GRANT
Ken Macklin, PhD, Department Head and Professor, 
Department of Poultry Science

at professional conferences.

“These students are working to improve bird health 
and make the poultry industry more productive and 
we are glad to assist them,” said Kenny Williamson, 
BankPlus Senior Vice President. BankPlus, as one 
of the state’s leading poultry lenders, is dedicated to 
supporting these talented students, Mississippi State 
University, and the Mississippi poultry industry.” 

Manhong Wang earned her master’s degree in Animal 
Nutrition and Feed Science from China Agricultural University after 
completing her bachelor’s degree in Veterinary Medicine at Hebei 
Agricultural University. Following graduation, she spent several 
years working in the poultry industry, where she was involved in 
evaluating nutritional and microbial strategies to improve poultry 
health and production performance. These experiences strengthened 
her interest in understanding the complex interactions between 
the poultry host and its gut microbiota, leading her to pursue her 
doctoral degree under Dr. Li Zhang in the Department of Poultry 
Science at Mississippi State University. 

Her doctoral research focuses on applying various approaches to 
assess the cultivability of chicken cecal microbiota, with an emphasis
on recovering beneficial bacterial species. These isolates she 
cultivates are tested to evaluate their potential as poultry-derived 
probiotic candidates. Through this integrated approach, her research 
aims to identify safe and effective bacterial strains for future probiotic 
development, ultimately expanding the range of poultry-adapted 
...continued on page 25
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Of all the factors that might influence the cost of producing 
poultry for U.S. contract growers, data centers likely would not 
come to mind. Yet their impact may be broader than expected, 
bringing both benefits and challenges.

SERVING MISSISSIPPI AND 
YOUR POULTRY NEEDS

SINCE 1947

AGUP.COM

First, we might consider what a data center 
does.  They are physical buildings that house 
large numbers of computer servers.  These 
computers provide 3 basic roles:  data storage, 
computer processing, and sending out digital 
information.  Artificial intelligence (AI) systems 
use these massive computer systems to perform 
the calculations, searches, and generate answers.  
Because a data center is a massive number of 

computer networks linked together, they require a massive amount of 
electricity and water to keep them running and cool.

On the positive side, modern poultry farms are increasingly connected 
through internet-based, integrated control 
systems. AI based decision systems hold the 
potential to further transform management 
decision making leading to economic gains.  
Internet based control systems allow growers to 
monitor and adjust housing conditions around 
the clock from virtually anywhere using smart 
devices. The continued expansion of data 
networks enhances the speed, reliability, and 
responsiveness of these systems. This benefits 
growers by helping them better maintain 
bird welfare and respond quickly to changing 
conditions, while integrators gain from 
improved efficiency and lower grow-out costs. 

However, the downside is more complex. Figure 1

This article first appeared in Southern Ag Today, July 14, 2026, 
6(29.2) used by permission.

DATA CENTERS
AND POULTRY GROWERS

Dennis Brothers, Associate Extension Professor
Auburn University College of Agriculture
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Data centers are massive consumers of electricity. Estimates suggest 
their power demand could rise significantly by the end of the decade, 
potentially accounting for 

a sizable share of total U.S. electricity use. Increased demand from data 
centers is widely expected to contribute to higher electricity costs. This 
matters greatly for poultry operations, which already rely heavily on 
electricity for ventilation, cooling, and environmental control. A typical 
broiler farm in the Southeast may use around 1.65 kWh per square foot 
annually, totaling roughly 132 megawatt-hours for a standard four-
house operation. 

Water use presents another important area of overlap. Both poultry 
farms and data centers require substantial amounts of water to manage 
heat. A large data center may consume over a million gallons of water 
per day, many times what an entire broiler farm uses in a full year. 
Although the scale and timing differ, both experience peak demand 
during hot weather. Additionally, both are often located in rural areas 
where supply systems may be less robust and water resources more 
limited. Increased competition for water can strain local utilities, drive 
up water costs, and potentially deplete aquifers that supply farm wells. 
This is particularly concerning in regions already facing tight water 
supplies.

.The effects may extend even further into heating costs. To meet growing 
electricity demand, much of it driven by data centers, utility companies 

are investing in new natural gas-fired power plants as a relatively fast 
way to expand generation capacity. In parts of the Southeast, planned 
additions of natural gas capacity are substantial (Figure 1). Some data 
center operators are even considering on-site natural gas generation 
to power their facilities independently.

For poultry growers, this increased demand for natural gas could 
lead to higher fuel prices if supply does not expand sufficiently. Since 
heating is a major cost, especially in broiler production, this could 
significantly affect profitability. The situation is further complicated 
by the link between natural gas and propane (LP), as a large share of 
U.S. propane is derived from natural gas production. Increased natural 
gas output could potentially boost propane supply and moderate 
LP prices, meaning growers using propane might see different cost 
impacts than those relying on natural gas.

In short, while data centers provide the internet infrastructure to 
improve efficiency for modern poultry production, they also intensify 
competition for electricity, water, and fuel. This creates a mixed and 
evolving cost landscape for growers.

Figure 1: Looking at the top 10 broiler producing states, increased natural gas usage by 
power plants is seen across the board. However, the broiler heavy states of Texas, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Georgia, and North Carolina are leading the way in increased NG usage for 
electricity production (U.S. Energy Information Administration, 2026).   
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Greater awaitsTM

Whether you're purchasing a farm, refinancing, retrofitting or even building a 
new poultry facility, let our Agricultural Lending team be the backbone of 
your business. 

 

Discover Greater 
From the Ground Up.

To learn more, 
connect with us today!
Scan the code for 
more information.

JAY GREER
SVP, Agricultural Lending
P.O. Box 863
Brookhaven, MS 39601
601.265.5021
jay.greer@ozk.com
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There is a great deal happening in the Department of Poultry Sci-
ence at Mississippi State University. From new facilities and expanded 
academic opportunities to innovative research, Extension outreach 
and industry partnerships, the department continues to grow while 
addressing the needs of one of Mississippi’s most important indus-
tries.

MSU Poultry Science is one of only six poultry science degree-grant-
ing departments in the United States and has a long history of prepar-
ing students for careers throughout the poultry and allied industries.
One of the most visible signs of growth is the new Poultry Feed Mill. 
The modular facility will expand research, teaching and hands-on 
training by allowing controlled research diets to be produced while 
giving students practical experience in feed manufacturing. The proj-
ect also reflects the strong relationship between MSU and the poultry 
industry, with companies and allied organizations providing financial 
support, technical expertise and guidance.

The feed mill will complement existing facilities that include two 
commercial broiler houses, research housing for broilers and laying 
hens, hatchery resources and poultry processing capabilities. Togeth-
er, these facilities allow students and faculty to work across much of 
the farm-to-fork poultry production system.

Preparing students for industry careers remains a major priority. The 
six U.S. poultry science departments collectively graduate far fewer 
students than the industry needs each year. MSU is working to help 
close this gap through recruiting, transfer agreements, and youth out-
reach through organizations such as 4-H and FFA. This year, MSU 
Poultry Science welcomed 10 new students, and there is considerable 
opportunity for continued growth.

Students receive much more than classroom instruction. They can 
participate in laboratories, research projects, internships, poultry 
judging, industry activities, professional meetings and hands on ex-
periences at departmental facilities. These opportunities help prepare 
graduates to enter the workforce ready to address real world chal-
lenges.

Research is also expanding across the poultry production system. 
Faculty and students are working in nutrition and feed manufactur-
ing, food safety, microbiology, poultry health, disease prevention, 
processing, breeder and broiler management, egg production, en-
vironmental management and emerging technologies. Much of this 
work is applied research designed to address problems facing poultry 
producers and companies.

Technology is becoming increasingly important as well. Artificial in
telligence, sensors, automation and advanced data analysis offer new 

...continued on page 19

MSU POULTRY 
SCIENCE
BUILDING FOR THE 
FUTURE OF THE 
POULTRY INDUSTRY

Ken Macklin, PhD, Department Head and Professor, 
Department of Poultry Science

Raise poultry. 
And your 
bottom line.

Our Agricultural Energy  
Solutions program can help  
lower your energy costs

Ventilation fans
Upgrading your farm to high efficiency variable frequency 
drive fan systems can help you take control of your 
energy use. And financial incentives cover up to 75%  
of project costs with custom rebates available for  
eligible customers.  

Motor replacements
Be prepared for breakdowns with an energy-efficient 
emergency upgrade: You can get high efficiency motor 
replacements when you need them most by waiving 
the normal preapproval process. And you can save 75% 
(max of $2,500) through incentives within six weeks 
after purchase when you submit an application.*

Let’s grow your farm
To learn more about how you can 
benefit with the Agricultural Energy 
Solutions program and how to get 
preapproved, call 844-523-9979, visit 
entergysolutionsms.com/agriculture  
or scan the QR code.

A message from Entergy Mississippi, LLC ©2024  
Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
The Entergy Solutions program is an energy efficiency 
program and not affiliated with Entergy Solutions, LLC.  
Authorized by the Mississippi Public Service Commission.

*Projects must achieve at least 10% energy savings to be eligible. 
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This year, two Mississippi State University students will share 
the $5,000 from the 2026 International Paper Research Scholarship 
awarded by the Mississippi Poultry Foundation. 

The Mississippi Poultry Association Board of Directors reviews 
anonymous research projects and this year selected promising 
research by two PhD students in the Department of Poultry Science. 
The board selects those that show promise in overcoming issues the 
industry is facing. 

One of the selected projects led by Randy Domer could help the 
poultry industry understand the role of complexed trace minerals on 
laying hen nutrition. The other student, Leticia Orellana, researched 
the role that time of egg lay and eggshell translucency have on eggshell 
and chick quality. 

“This year’s recipients of the grant are great examples of why 
International Paper created this award in 2014 to recognize 
sharp young researchers who are working on solutions that 
benefit our poultry industry customers,” said Clay Adkins, 
International Paper National Protein Director.

Randy Domer, a native of Linden, Guyana, began his career as a 
veterinary technician before advancing into veterinary medicine. His 
path shifted toward animal nutrition after attending the Arkansas 
Nutrition Conference in 2021, 
an experience that reshaped 
his perspective on the role 
nutrition plays in animal 
health and production. This 
new direction led him to 
pursue a master's degree in 
Poultry Science at Auburn 
University. 

He is now a Ph.D. student in 
Poultry Science with a focus on 
layer nutrition at Mississippi 
State University under the 
guidance of Dr. Pratima 
Adhikari and is  expected to 
graduate in May 2028. His 
research examines how excess 
dietary mineral inclusion in 
laying hen diets can be safely reduced using amino acid complexed 
trace minerals and enzyme supplementation. His work spans both 
the pullet and laying phases, evaluating reduced macro- and trace-
mineral levels alongside phytase supplementation on performance, 
bone mineral density and strength, and mineral digestibility, with 

TRAVEL GRANT
Ken Macklin, PhD, Department Head and Professor, 
Department of Poultry Science

the broader goal of lowering feed costs and mineral 
excretion without compromising bird health or 
production. 

Leticia Orellana grew up on a small farm in Guatemala, 
where her father instilled in her a deep respect for the 
land and animals, values that sparked her lifelong 
passion for agriculture. Her dedication and academic 
excellence earned her a scholarship to study agriculture 
in Honduras. 

After completing her 
undergraduate degree, 
Leticia did an internship in a 
poultry science laboratory at 
Auburn University, where she 
discovered a strong interest in 
the field. This experience led 
her to pursue and complete 
a master’s degree in poultry 
science, alongside internships 
with leading companies such as 
Tyson Foods and Cargill. Now, 
as a Ph.D. student under the 
guidance of Dr Ken Macklin 
at Mississippi State University, 
she finds deep fulfillment 
in her research in Poultry 
reproduction and physiology. 

At the PSA 2026 conference, Leticia presented her research titled 
“Interactive Effects of Flock Age, Oviposition, and Eggshell 
Translucency on Egg Quality and Hatchability” Her study investigated 
eggshell translucency, a growing concern in the industry due to its 
association with reduced hatchability. Her findings underscore the 
importance of evaluating eggshell translucency in the context of other 
physiological factors rather than as an isolated parameter. 

The study suggests that producers should consider oviposition time 
when screening eggs for translucency, as the incidence and impact 
of translucency vary throughout the day. Furthermore, the research 
demonstrated that variations in egg quality associated with these 
factors are more pronounced in younger flocks, while the negative 
effect of eggshell translucency on hatchability remains consistent 
across flock ages.

Looking ahead, Leticia aspires to become a university professor, where 
she can continue conducting impactful research while mentoring the 
next generation of agricultural professionals.    

Randy Domer,  Linden, Guyana

Leticia Orellana, Guatemala
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 / 250 Pieces per minute at an accuracy of +/- 1 grams

 / Budget friendly innovation using minimal floor space

 / Handles fresh or curved frozen pieces seamlessly

 / Allen Bradley PLC give you full control of your operations

 / Built and fully supported in the United States 

Scan the code for more information

1.800.288.3434
bfs-us@baader.com
www.baader.com

Schedule a Free Live Demonstration at Your Facility           
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MPA lost a long-time member, 
Merck employee and a former 
Salesman of the Year with the death 
of Michael Albert (Al) Bergin on 
August 18, 2026.

Al was employed by Schering-
Plough which Merck acquired. 
He was chosen as the 2000 MPA 
Salesman of the Year, the honor now 
known as Allied Industry Leader of 
the Year.

Born May 4, 1955, a devoted 
husband, father, grandfather, and 
faithful servant of God. A man of deep and unwavering Catholic faith. 
He believed that your faith was revealed in the way you lived your 
life—in the way you loved others, cared for your family, served those 
around you, and showed kindness when no one was watching. His 
faith was not merely something he spoke about; it was the foundation 
upon which he lived, according to his obituary is greatest legacy will 
not be measured by what he owned or what he accomplished, but by 
the lives he touched and the faith and love he passed on to his family.

...continued on page 25

...MSU Poultry Science continued from page 15

opportunities in poultry house management, feed manufacturing, 
animal health, processing and food safety. At the same time, students 
continue to build strong foundations in poultry biology, nutrition, 
management, health, processing and food safety, along with leader-
ship and problem solving skills.

The department’s mission extends well beyond Starkville. Through 
Mississippi State University Extension, faculty and staff work with 
poultry growers, industry personnel, youth, educators and commu-
nities throughout Mississippi. This connection between research, 
Extension and industry helps ensure that university research ad-
dresses practical needs and that new information reaches the people 
who can put it into practice.

Collaboration remains central to nearly everything happening in the 
department. Partnerships with poultry companies, allied industries, 
commodity organizations, veterinarians, government agencies and 
other universities support research, student internships, employ-
ment opportunities, outreach programs and facility development.

Perhaps the best word to describe MSU Poultry Science today is mo-
mentum. New facilities are being developed, new faculty have been 
hired, academic pathways are expanding, research programs are 
growing and students are receiving more hands on opportunities.

With poultry being Mississippi’s leading agricultural commodity, the 
department has an important role in supporting the industry’s future. 
Its mission is clear: educate students, conduct research that matters, 
serve the poultry industry and prepare for what comes next.

MPA SAYS FAREWELL TO
AL BERGIN
Mark Leggett, President, MPA
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The PoultrySouth Team at 
Southeastern Land Group

is here to help.
Have you ever thought about how long you want to keep running 

the farm... or what comes next?

Some poultry farm owners we talk with haven’t decided yet—they’re just 
gathering information. But what they all have in common is wanting to 

understand their options before making a big decision.

Our confidential consultation is free, and you don’t have to make any 
commitments. If you’re simply wondering what your farm might be worth, or 

how the process works, we’ll answer all of that—privately.

CALL 256-475-0490 FOR A
FREE FARM MARKET EVALUATION

www.poultrysouth.com

We handle everything quietly and professionally.  No 
pressure. No one needs to know you’re considering a sale.

FOR SALE

Benchmark Farm
10 HOUSE BROILER FARM IN SIMPSON COUNTY, MS

• 10-House Broiler Farm on ±140 acres in Raleigh, MS
• $995,000 gross income in 2025 growing a 9 lb. bird 

for Peco Foods
• Four 50’x500’ houses built in 2024
• Six 44’x500’ houses extensively updated in 2025 
• Premium equipment
• 4 wells + community water backup
• 40’x200’ stack/compost shed with full 

concrete floor
• ±3,000 sq. ft. brick home with 4 

bedrooms & 3.5 baths
• Room for future expansion

JASON TAYLOR
PS TEAM MEMBER

601-996-7011

Meet Jason and learn more 
about the PoultrySouth Team!

MISSISSIPPI POULTRY FOUNDATION

ENDOWMENT SCHOLARSHIPS 
AWARDED

The recipients of this year’s Mississippi Poultry Foundation 
Endowment Scholarship each discovered poultry through different 
paths. One grew up surrounded by the industry, another found her 
place through research and veterinary science, and the third discovered 
his passion through FFA. Together, Kendall Parks, 
Ashton Ramirez, and David Burch represent the 
talent, dedication, and diverse experiences shaping 
the future of poultry. 

David Burch of Indian Island, SC, will begin his 
journey in the Department of Poultry Science here at 
Mississippi State this fall as an incoming freshman. 
His interest in poultry science began in high school 
through his FFA program after he was encouraged to 
attend an event. 

“I immediately fell in love with the environment and 

the people,” Burch said. “I joined as soon as I could and started going 
to as many FFA events as I could.” 

He soon became captivated by poultry-related subjects and decided to 
pursue a career in the industry. With a father who has been a lifelong 

MSU fan and MSU offering one of the nation’s 
leading poultry programs, Burch said applying to 
the university was a “no -brainer.”

He plans to earn a degree in Applied Poultry 
Management and use the knowledge and 
experience he gains to build a successful career 
in poultry. As an out-of-state student, receiving 
the scholarship helped make that opportunity 
possible. 

“Receiving this scholarship helped me attend 
MSU and achieve my goals of getting a degree and

...continued on page 23David Burch, Indian Island, SC

Tannah Christensen, MSU Extension Instructor
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As one of the nation’s leading poultry lenders, we 
finance a wide range of poultry-related needs. We 
offer convenient one-on-one service that operates 
around your schedule. We offer competitive rates, 
local processing, and quick approval. Contact one 
of our local Ag lenders today.

Whether you’re buying, starting, or 
expanding a poultry farm, we’ll make 
the financing part painless and fast. 

www.ffb1.com | @FFBank1

Poultry Solutions

In the Business of YOU.

With over 200 years of combined 
experience in lending, we have a 

close understanding of the agricultural 
industry and how that applies to you. 

204 North Van Buren | Carthage, MS 39051 
(601) 267-0095

1

2

3

Construction of a new 
poultry farm

Purchasing or refinancing 
an existing operation

Breeder farm financing 
 

Michael Barnes
Ag Lending Officer, SVP
mbarnes@ffb1.com

John Harvey
Ag Lending Officer
jharvey@ffb1.com
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CANDIDATES FOR CONTESTED MISSISSIPPI

CHANCERY COURT JUDGE ELECTIONS 
Numbers in bold are open seats

(i) Is an incumbent

Name	 District-Place
Ginger M. Miller	   3-1
Jay Westfaul	   3-1
Debbra K. Halford (i)	   4-3
Ashunda Hampton	   4-3
Bridgett B. Clayton	   5-3
Tametrice E. Hodges	   5-3
W. M. Sanders	   7-2
Willie J. Perkins Sr. (i)	   7-2
Haley Necaise Broom	   8-4
Stephen J. Maggio	   8-4
Frances "Fran" Yeatts	   8-4
Penny B. Lawson	   9-2
Vicki Roach Barnes (i)	   9-2
Cynthia Lee Brewer (i)	 11-2
Rhonda Cecilia Cooper	 11-2
Gene D. Berry	 11-3
David Bridges	 11-3

Name	 District-Place
Alan Rhea	 11-3
George Schmidt	 13-2
John D. Smallwood (i)	 13-2
Zachary M. Vaughn	 13-2
D. Neil Harris Sr.(i)	 16-1
Jennifer Sekul Harris 	 16-1
Matthew Paul Pavlov	 16-1
Elizabeth Owens (i)	 17-2
William "Ty" Scott	 17-2
Gwendolyn Baptist	 17-1-3
Malenda H. Meacham	 17-1-3
Jenessa Carter Hicks	 18-1
Sarah J. Liddy	 18-1
Jennifer Shackelford	 18-1
Michael Noel Watts	 18-1
Bo Agnew	 20-1
Keri H. Carroll	 20-1
John Heath Powell	 20-1
Michael J. Wolf	 20-1

CANDIDATES FOR CONTESTED MISSISSIPPI

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE ELECTIONS 
Numbers in bold are open seats

(i) Is an incumbent

Name	 District-Place

Bart M. Adams	   3-2
Shirley C. Byers	   3-2
Steven Patrick Jubera	   3-2
Stephanie "Nikki" Morris-Harris	 11-2
David L. Tisdell	 11-2
Brendon Adams	 14-2
Matt Kitchens	 14-2
Albert Turnage	 14-2
Ryan Bruhl	 15-2
Prentiss G. Harrell (i)	 15-2
Brad R. Thompson	 18-1
Eric TieBauer	 18-1

Name	 District-Place
Matthew Lachaussee	 19-1
Justin Lovorn	 19-1
Kathy King Jackson (i)	 19-2
Leilani "Lani" Tynes	 19-2
Sarah Moulder Butler	 20-1
Scott Gilbert	 20-1
Carter Smith	 20-1
Gordon Shaw, Jr.	 21-1
Joseph "Jody" Neyman	 21-1
Lucius Edwards	 21-1-4
John Hughes	 21-1-4
Tim Howard	 22
Akillie Malone Oliver	 22
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...continued from page 20
career in Poultry Science,” Burch said. 
Kendall Parks, a senior from Cumming, Georgia, considers poultry 
a family tradition. Her grandfather and father both worked in the 
industry, inspiring her to follow in their footsteps.

“I wanted to become the next 
generation of my family in the 
poultry industry,” Parks said. “I 
have always loved working with 
poultry and love agriculture in 
general.” 

Mississippi State University 
was not originally part of a 
carefully mapped-out plan. 
Parks toured the university “on 
a whim,” but quickly realized 
she had found the right place 

for her.

Parks said, “I fell in love with it. After that, I knew it was the place 
for me and haven’t looked back.” 

During the past two years, she has worked with Dr. Kelley Wamsley 
as an undergraduate research assistant. In that role, she has assisted 
graduate student research trials examining factors that affect 
poultry nutrition. She has also gained industry experience through 
summer internships with Mar-Jac Poultry in Gainesville, GA, and 
Amick Farms in Batesburg, SC. 

After earning her bachelor’s degree, she plans to pursue a master’s 
degree specializing in broiler nutrition. She hopes to then earn a 
doctorate or begin a career focused on poultry nutrition and feed. 

For Ashton Ramirez, a senior from Memphis, TN, interest in 
poultry grew from a lifelong love of animals and a goal of becoming 
a veterinarian. Although she did not grow up on a farm or in an 
agricultural setting, raising backyard chickens gave her an early 
opportunity to learn about poultry. 

A first-generation Latina college 
student, Ramirez is double 
majoring in poultry science 
and animal and dairy sciences 
with a concentration in Pre-Vet 
Science. She chose Mississippi 
State for its many opportunities 
to study livestock, poultry, 
and animal agriculture while 
remaining close to home. 

Ramirez initially added Poultry 
Science to better understand 
poultry alongside other animal 
species. Through her classes and research, however, she developed 
a greater appreciation for the poultry industry and its role in animal 
health, food production, and agriculture. 

...continued on page 25

Kendall Parks, Memphis, Cummings, GA

Ashton Ramirez, Memphis, TN
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NXB ReMix is the next generation 
of our trusted NXB nest for 
broiler breeders. 

This compact, hybrid small‑group 
nest blends the cleanliness and 
comfort of individual nests with the 
efficiency of community systems. 
As a result, the NXB ReMix provides 
more space for your breeder hens 
and captures more eggs.

Ready to take your production to 
the next level? Scan the QR code 
below to contact your local Big 
Dutchman authorized distributor.

NXB ReMix

MORE EGGS FOR YOU
MORE SPACE FOR HENS

WWW.BIGDUTCHMANUSA.COM

Endowment continued from page 23...

She has conducted research on Enterococcus cecorum and presented 
her work at the International Poultry Science Forum. Ramirez plans to 
continue participating in poultry research as she prepares for veterinary 
school and a career in mixed-animal medicine. 

“I hope to work with livestock and production animals while also having 
the opportunity to care for small and exotic animals,” Ramirez said. 
“Ultimately, I want my career to allow me to continue learning while 
serving animals and the agricultural communities that depend on them.” 

She also hopes her journey encourages students from similar 
backgrounds to pursue opportunities in higher education, agriculture, 
science, and veterinary medicine. 

Although their stories are different, Parks, Ramirez, and Burch share 
a commitment to learning, serving agriculture, and contributing to 
the future of the poultry industry. The Mississippi Poultry Foundation 
Endowment Scholarship is helping each student take the next step 
toward those goals. 

“I am grateful to the Mississippi Poultry Association for this scholarship,” 
Ramirez said.  “The support means a great deal to me as I finish my 
undergraduate degree and prepare for veterinary school.” 

Through investments in students like these, Mississippi’s poultry 
community is not only supporting their education; it is helping prepare 
the future of the poultry industry.   

Al Bergin continued from page 19...

He is survived by his wife, Leasa Skinner Bergin; his four children, Joe 
Bergin (Kristen), Kate Bergin VanEtten (Chris), John Bergin (Leah), and 
Marty Ann Lindsey (Brian); eleven grandchildren; four brothers, Chuck 
Bergin, Marty Bergin, Burny Bergin and Bob Bergin; and one sister, 
Mary Beth Dye and many extended family members and friends who 
loved him dearly.

In lieu of flowers, send memorials to the Catholic Diocese of Jackson, 
237 E. Amite St., Jackson, MS 39201. 

Travel Grant continued from page 11...

probiotics available to improve gut health and reduce reliance on 
antibiotics in poultry production.    
                        
Her award-winning research focused on evaluating the safety of four 
Enterococcus faecalis isolates recovered through our culturomics study 
using a chicken embryo challenge model. The study demonstrated that 
three isolates were non-pathogenic and suitable for continued evaluation 
as potential poultry probiotics, while one isolate was excluded due to 
increased virulence. These findings emphasize the importance of early 
safety screening in identifying poultry-derived probiotic candidates and 
provide a foundation for developing safe and effective probiotics for the 
poultry industry. 

Following graduation, Manhong plans to continue her research in 
academia, with a focus on poultry gut microbiota and probiotic 
development.     
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Built by  
Bis-Chelation.

novusint.com/poultryminerals

ONLY MINTREX® BIS-CHELATED TRACE MINERALS 
DELIVER THE PROACTIVE ABSORPTION YOU NEED  
TO MAXIMIZE NUTRITION. 

Our authentic organic trace minerals are the only 
minerals proven to survive the digestive tract and reach 
the absorption site for greater tissue enrichment. With 
superior mineral bioavailability, MINTREX® bis-chelated 
trace minerals help reduce mortality and optimize 
growth for broilers with enhanced structural integrity  
to stay healthier and deliver stronger performance  
from start to finish.

®  and MINTREX are trademarks of Novus International, Inc., 
and are registered in the United States and other countries.
©2026 Novus International, Inc. All rights reserved.
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BREEDER HATCHERY
IS WELL ATTENDED BY MEMBERS
Mark Leggett, President, Mississippi Poultry Association

MPA members returned to Copiah-Lincoln Community College for 
the 2026 Breeder-Hatchery Seminar that focused, among other things  
keeping farms and hatcheries cleaner to prevent diseases.

Jonathan Moon, Miss. State University extension instructor, moder-
ated the day-long event.

Daren Rakestraw with Aviagen kicked off the seminar talking about 
Male Management and Fertility. He said the hatch rate in the indus-

try began falling in 2018 and “we 
haven’t turned the corner yet.” 
Rakestraw said the pressure on 
the breeder side of the business 
is real and that spike males have 
never been more important. 
With new males coming into a 
breeder house, there will be an 
increase in aggressive behavior 
for a couple of weeks.

Dr. Mueez Ahmad with Arm & 
Hammer spoke about the im-

portance of Hatchery Sanitation. He said a hatchery has a microbiome 
that grow different bacteria and fungi on different surfaces and that re-
spond to different cleaners, disinfectants, and methods of application. 
Only U.S. Environmental Protection Agency-approved disinfectants 
should be used. He presented a color-coded chart of different chemi-
cals and why type of bacteria or fungi they work on.

Heath Whiddon with Lubing Systems, explained that with the average 
of an egg producer at more than 52 years old and finding labor major 
concerns, some growers are turning to more modern egg collection 
systems rather than hand-packing.
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We Serve the Farmers
Who Serve Mississippi
Southern AgCredit is proud to serve the 

farmers who serve Mississippi. Finance your 

farm by visiting one of our nearby branches, 

or online at southernagcredit.com.

Jeanna Wilson, retired University of Georgia professor stressed the 
linkage between the breeder farm and the hatchery. She said, “if the 
house is not clean and the flock is not healthy, it is difficult to succeed.” 
She said there is no value in setting floor eggs because dirty eggs can 
comminate hundreds of others, noting that ”the hatchery is only as 
clean as the dirtiest egg,”. The egg collection room should be clean 
enough that a grower would feel comfortable “eating (lunch) in there.”

David Engel, with Cobb-Vantress, addressed feed distribution and 
pullet flock uniformity. Growers can’t guarantee equal feed intake, but 
they can ensure equal opportunity by ensuring birds occupy the feed-
ers evenly down the feeder line and that there is minimal competition. 
Consistent feeding times and watching the birds ensure uniformity.

Josie Gamble with Merck Animal Health, spoke about Egg Turning. 
She said that it is important to chick quality because embryos can ad-
here to the surface of the eggshell leading to chick defects. Hatchability 
decreases with lower turning angles; the ideal angle is 38-45 degrees.

Dr. Jason Sousa , Amick Farms veterinarian, reviewed ways to iden-
tify diseases but he urged growers to always consult with their com-
pany veterinarian. He reviewed coccidiosis, blackhead, enterococcus, 
peritonitis, fowl cholera, which can show symptoms like avian influ-
enza and infectious bronchitis virus. He stressed mortality disposal, 
keeping wild birds, rodents, insects, and unnecessary traffic out of the 
houses are key.

Dr. Randi Cran, Wayne-Sanderson Farms veterinarian, wrapped up 
the day speaking about biosecurity.  She said after starting her cur-

rent job she had to deal with the first HPAI case in 2022 and an ILT 
outbreak in 2023.  

The first line of defense in keeping diseases out is the perimeter buffer 
area that includes all structures and the high traffic areas. The biggest 
hurdle, according to Dr. Cran, is the amount of necessary traffic onto 
the farm. 

Next is the line of separation from outside to inside each house. There 
should be footbaths at every entrance. Growers should communicate 
expectations with visitors including PPE.  Battling pests is a constant 
fight because, she said, pests such as rodents, buzzards and swallows 
come back.

MPA would like to thank everyone who attended and all of our mem-
bers who sponsored the lunch and gift cards. Your support and partici-
pation helped make this a great event. 
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VOTERS TO FILL MISSISSIPPI
HOUSE VACANCIES NOVEMBER 3RD

Voters in two House districts will go to the polls November 3 to 
fill seats left by the deaths of two representatives earlier this year, Price 
Wallace in House District 77 and Bo Brown of HD70.

Wallace, a Koch grower and member of MPA, was chairman of the 
Constitution Committee. He was first elected in 2018 replacing 
former Rep. Andy Gipson when Gipson was named Agriculture and 
Commerce Commissioner.

Brown, first elected in 2019 served on the Jackson City Council from 
1997-2005.

THE FOUR CANDIDATES LISTED FOR HD 77 ARE:
•	Christopher Dunn, CFO of Vestra Revenue Cycle Management 

& restaurant owner 
•	Dianne McNair-Gaddis, founder and CEO of 3 Girls Trucking
•	Melissa Sullivan, Mendenhall, founder of The Center for 

Pregnancy Choice of Simpson County 
•	Craig Williams.

IN HD 70, THE THREE CANDIDATES RUNNING ARE:
•	Imelda Brown, wife of Bo Brown, former Jackson Public Schools 

employee
•	Marcus Cheatham, Jackson businessman, ran for twice for city 

council, retired U.S. Army colonel
•	James Lott III, Clinton Alderman.

Biographical information on candidates came from the Clarion-Ledger.
House District 77 precincts include:

Rankin County: Antioch-Mayton, Cato, Dry Creek (part), East Steens 
Creek (part), and Puckett; 

Simpson County: Braxton, DLo, Dry Creek, Harrisville, Jupiter, Jupiter 
A, Magee 1 (part), Magee 2 (part), Magee 4-N, Magee 4N A, Magee 4-S 
2,, Mendenhall 1, Mendenhall 3, Merit 1,, Oak Grove B, Pearl (part), 
Pinola, Shivers A, Sumrall, and Weathersby.  

YOUR DRIVE
DRIVES US
A small business loan isn’t just about the money.
It’s about making the most of it.

To learn more, visit us at liveoak.bank/poultry

Mark Leggett, President, Mississippi Poultry Association
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It has been a wild, fun, and exciting summer for Mississippi Poultry 
Youth Programming! From judging contests and cooking competitions 
to hands-on workshops and behind-the-scenes tours, youth across the 
state explored the poultry industry while building skills, confidence, 
and lifelong memories.

Our summer began with poultry programming at three of Mississippi’s 
four regional 4-H Project Achievement Days, which host competitions 
and educational workshops for junior 4-H members. Through junior 
poultry judging contests and omelet workshops, youth strengthened 
their decision-making skills, learned more about egg preparation and 
food safety, and discovered new ways to become involved in poultry 
projects.

Poultry education also traveled to Lincoln Ag Camp and Pine Belt 
Ag Camp, where campers participated in interactive activities that 
introduced them to poultry science and agriculture. We also hosted 
a poultry stop during MSU STEAM Day, giving junior 4-H’ers an 
opportunity to connect poultry with science, technology, engineering, 
agriculture, and mathematics.

Competition season brought even more excitement with the North and 
South 4-H BBQ Contests. This year, we also implemented preliminary 
North and South Omelet Cook-off Contests. The top six teams from 
each preliminary contest earned the opportunity to advance to the 4-H 
Day at the Mississippi State Fair Omelet Cook-off Contest in October.
The State 4-H BBQ Cook-off Contest solidified our national 
contenders. Congratulations to Lincoln County 4-H members John 
Henry King, the state turkey barbecue champion, and Preston Morse, 
the state chicken barbecue champion! They will represent Mississippi 
and compete against some of the best young poultry grill masters in the 
country at the National 4-H Poultry and Egg Conference in Louisville, 
Kentucky, in November.

We finished the summer with Poultry Discovery Day, hosted by the 
Mississippi State University Department of Poultry Science for youth 
ages 5-13. Poultry Science faculty and students came together to 
provide an unforgettable day filled with hands-on learning. Participants 

explored poultry science through a layer 
hen necropsy, embryo breakouts, chicken 
sausage making, a poultry nutrition lesson, 
fun activities, and tours of MSU poultry 
facilities. It was a wonderful opportunity for 
young people and their families to see the 
many different areas of poultry science and 
the teamwork that supports Mississippi’s 
poultry industry. We are thankful to Aviagen 
for sponsoring our lunch for this event.

Although summer has come to an end, our 
poultry programming is far from slowing down. This fall, youth will 
showcase their poultry chain projects they have worked on throughout 
the year at the Poultry Chain Project Junior Show on October 14th. 
The State Fair Omelet Cook-off Contest and Egg Decorating Contest 
will follow on October 17th. If you are at the fair either of these days, 
we’d be happy to have you. Our national competitors will then travel to 

Louisville for the National 4-H Poultry and Egg Conference on 
November 18th and 19th. We also plan to close out the year with 
another Poultry Discovery Day designed for our junior high and 
high school youth.

We are incredibly thankful for the continued support of the 
Mississippi Poultry Association, the financial support of the 
Mississippi Poultry Foundation, our poultry companies, faculty, 
staff, students, Extension personnel, volunteers, families, and 
community partners. Your investment allows us to provide 
opportunities that help young people learn, compete, lead, and 

discover their place in Mississippi’s poultry industry.  

Learn more at choretime.com

Good thing Chore-Time
doesn’t either.

Your Birds Don’t 
Take a Day Off.

A SUMMER TO
REMEMBER
FOR MISSISSIPPI 
POULTRY YOUTH PROGRAMS

Tannah Christensen, MSU Extension Instructor
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	 OCT	 1..............Best Chicken Dish Contest Begins 
			 
	 NOV	 2..............Top 10 Chicken Dish Restaurants 
		                   Announced
			 
	 DEC	 1..............Top 3 Chicken Dish Restaurants 
		                   Announced

	 FEB	 18............Poultry Health Seminar
			 

110 Airport Road South, Suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208


